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THE AFFAIR OF THE 1st DECEMBER, 1916, 
AT ATHENS. 

By ~ I A J O R  T. E. COMPTON. 

O N  1st December, 1916, as a climas to the Greek Court’s hostility to 
the Entente, Greek regular troops opened fire on Allied naval landing 
parties engaged in a 

I t  was the first time that King Constantine had dared to oppose 
the r\llies by force; and although the promises of his Governnient had 
not al\vays been kept, the incident that had provoked the “pacific 
demonstration ”-the formal refusal of thc Greek Government to dis- 
arm-was the first occasion on which an Entente demand had been 
flatly rejected. 

The failure of our gallant Rumanian Allies, betrayed by the 
Russian Imperial Governnlent for its own ends, to make head against 
the conibined attacks of AIackensen and Falkenhayn, liad undoubtedly 
raised the hopes of .the King in the ultimatc success of his Imperial 
brother-in-law, and liad encouraged him to refuse to surrender the arms 
and ammunition (not required by his army on a peace footing) called 
for by tlic Allied Powers. I t  was, in fact, the bad news from Rumania 
that had caused Admiral Dartige du Fournet, Commanding-in-Chief 
the Allied squadrons in the Mediterranean, to demand without further 
loss of time the delivery, by the end of Noveniber, of 10 batteries of 
niountain artillery, to be followed, during December, by the cession 
against compensation of 6 more mountain batteries, 16 field batteries, 
cach Ivith 1,000 rounds per cannon, 40,000 JIannlicher rifles with 220 
cartridges per rifle, 140 machine guns with ammunition, and 50 trans- 
port motor wagons.’ 

The  French Admiral, as already mentioned, was thc Commander- 
in-Chief of the Allied Naval Forces in the RIediterranean; but he had 
no free hand in the ncgotiations with Gryce. That country was still 
nominally neutral, and the AIinistcrs of France, Great Britain and 
Russia were still at their Legations. Admiral Dartigc had, therefore, to 
work with them diplomatically, but he received his orders from the 
hlinister of Marine in Paris. He  has recently published a book,* in 
whicli he describes in great detail his relations with the Legations and 
with the Greek Government. The French Naval Attach6 at Athens, 
who was also Chief of the Intelligence Bureau, was independent of thc 
Commander-in-Chief and corresponded direct with the hlinister of 

1 In order to leave room for concessions, the quantities demanded were come- 

2 ‘‘ Souvenirs de Guerre d’un Amiral,” Plon, Paris. 

pacific demonstration ” at Athens. 

what exaggerated. 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

N
ew

 Y
or

k 
U

ni
ve

rs
ity

] 
at

 1
3:

49
 2

7 
Ju

ne
 2

01
6 



TIIE AFFAIR OF TIIE IST DECEMBER, 1916, AT ATIiENS 447 

Marine, Admiral Lacaze. The latter appcars to have dcpcnded chiefly 
on tlie Naval Attach4 for advice, and, in consequence, the orders 
Admiral Dartige du Fournet rcccivcd from Paris wcrc at times contrary 
to tlie opinions he had esprcssed in his despatches. This made the 
Admiral's position diflicult, cspccially as all pcrsorial intcrcourse being 
at an end bct\vccn the King and the French AIinister at Athens, i t  was 
left to him to interview King Constantine witli rcgard to the execution 
of the demands upon which the Allics were now insisting. 

Doubtlcss tlie King tricd his best to gct conccssions out of the 
Admiral. Tlic Grcck Flcet was surrendcrcd, and Frcnch naval officcrs 
had been appointed to control tile post office, railways, and police; but 
with regard to tlie arms and aniniunition, the King appcars to have 

obtaincd a prorriise from the Adniiral tliat he would propose guarantees 
that this nalCricZ should in no case be used by the Venizelists for 
seditious purposes, and further that, in cschnnge for the surrender of 
the a r m ,  the conirols over the Greek Administration should be relaxed. 
These guarantees were approved of by 11. B4nazct (a member of the 
Army Committee of tlie Frcnch Chamber of Deputies on a mission to 
Salonica), who had been authorized by the French Government to 
negotiate with King Constantine. At the end of October M. BCnazet 
submitted a draft agrccment to Paris which included thcsc points. His 
proposals, however, were not sanctioned. Ncverthcless, it does not 
follow that the French Naval Attach4 was alone responsible for their 
rejection. In all probability RI. Venizelos was consulted, and in any 
case the Allied Governments, after the delivering up by the royalists of 
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448 THE AFFAIR OF TIIE IST DECEMBER, 1916, AT ATIiENS 

Forts Ruppel and Cavalla to the Bulgarians, could hardly have 
guaranteed King Constantine’s throne against the wishes of the 
majority of his people. The King had dissolved the freely-elected 
parliament, which was hostile to his policy, and its constitutional leader, 
AI. Venizelos, was at Salonica engaged in forming the nucleus of a 
Greek National Army, which lie foresaw was destined, one day, to turn 
the scale in favour of the Entente against the Germano-Bulgars in the 
Balkans. His 
co-operation, militarily considered, already beginning with the enlist- 
ment of three volunteer divisions, was of the greatest value-as events 
have subsequently proved-and as the War proceeded, it was to him, 
and not to the pro-German Court, that the support of the Allies must 
logically and inevitably go. 

Admiral Dartige does not seem to have quite appreciated the 
situation in this sense; but he invariably carried out his orders with 
perfect loyalty, even when he could not agree with the wisdom of the 
policy adopted. He never wanted to be there. As Comniander-in- 
Chief in the Mediterranean lie thought he ought to have been allowed 
to detail one of his vice-admirals for the special duty of coercing the 
Greeks. 

About the 20th October, in order to protect the Venizelists and the 
Allied sailors, on leave ashore, from hostilc demonstrations by the 
Epistrates 1 (who for many years past had played an active r8le in the 
affairs of Greece and had now been won over by the pro-Germans, in 
great measure owing to their disinclination to be called up for active 
service), the Admiral had occupied the town hall and the theatre with 
companies of bluejackets drawn from the battleships “ Democratie ” 
and “ Provence ” (flagship), which were subsequently transferred, by 
arrangement with the Greek War  Minister, to the Zappeion, a big 
exhibition building situated near the Legations and close to the royal 
palace, where the Court was in residence. For this reason the 
Zappeion, in the subsequent troubles, became, as it were, the head- 
quarters of the Allied Forces in Athens. 

On 23rd October the Minister of Marine had telegraphed: “ Je 
vous invite I tenir energiquement la main ?i l’execution de tous les 
engagements en p eniployant les forces nCcessaires qu’il y aurait 
avantage A composer, non seulement de nos compagnies de dCbarque- 
ment, niais de celles des navires anglais.” 

Previously, in June, 1916, when active measures had seemed to be 
necessary, he had telegraphed that in no case should the bombardment 
of Athens bc contemplated. 

Thus, when verbally instructed by the French War  Minister, 
General Roques, who passed through Atliens from Salonica (13th to 
IGth November) to claim ilnd enforce the surrender of the above-men- 
tioned arms and munitions,. a demonstration by bluejackets and 
marines, landed from the Fleet, was practically the on1 means of 
applying pressure at the disposal of the Admiral Cornman Y cr-in-Chief. 
There was thc blockade, certainly, that he might have recommended, 

1 Assbcintions of Army Reservists. 

The great Cretan was heart and soul with the Allies. 
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TIiE AFFAIR OF T H E  IST DECEMBER, 1916, AT ATHENS 449 

and as things turned out it would perhaps have been better for him had 
he done so; but this measure liad not been proposed to him, and, in his 
own words, .“before reducing the whole population of Greece to a 
state of semi-starvation and completely alienating their sympathies, all 
other means of action should have been exhausted.” 

The Minister of Marine approved the proposed “ pacific demon- 
stration ”-pacific, presumably, in the sense that it was intended to 
occupy certain positions (for the purposc of impressing public opinion), 
which operation it was hoped niight be accomplished peaceably-and 
notified tlie arrival at the Pirzus of two battalions of Colonial infantry, 
which were placed at tlie disposal of Admiral Dartigc du Fournet. 

h i t  as the time drew near to the 1st December, the Greeks became 
more arid more cscited and the Legations ansious. l l ie Adniiral had 
two interviews with the King, but it is not true, as imagined by the 

clear account of the events of 1st December, r y G ,  in 
and in the a neig ibourhood of Athens, published in the C o r r ~ s p o n d a t i t , ~  
author of 

that King Constantine arranged the whole “ demonstration I’ with 
Admiral Dartigc du Fournet, and then took advantage of liis informa- 
tion thus obtained to lay a trap for tlrc landing parties. IVhat he did 
do was to give assurances in writing, through tlrc Court BIarslial, that 
public order would be maintained, provided that neither the Entente 
police nor thc landing parties should arrest, or interfere with, Greek 
subjects, and that, Iiiorcover, the Venizclist partisans “ abstained from 
committing any act of violence, excess or abuse that might provoke 
rcprisals.’’ 

Other- 
wise, the promisc was categorical. Had it been observed, tire 
sanguinary conflicts of the 1st and 2nd (against the Venizelists) of 
December would not have taken place. The Allied landing parties did 
not open fire until  after they had been traitorously attacked, and it is 
unlikely that the Vcnizelists were guilty of any intentional provocation. 
Tlrey were, however, treated in n most savage fashion. 

The Admiral reported everythiqg by telegraph to the Minister of 
hlarine, dwlling particularly on how the abscncc of guarantees had 
tended to produce thc unsatisfactory situation. He evidently hoped 
that lie might be ordered to postpone coercive measures; but all he got 
in reply was to the effect that the bearing of his observations were not 
understood, and “ n’avez-vous pas toutc latitude? ” 

I t  is no wonder, after all that had passed, that he felt astonished. 
But here, again, Ire might perhaps have taken the opportunity of post- 
poning the contemplated action unt i l  the point was settled definitely 
whether he had or liad not the power to offer guarantees, and thus to 
have fiscd sonic share, at least, of the responsibility for it with his 
superiors. In nn interview, after his supersession, the President of the 
Republic and tlic French Minister of Foreign Affairs declared that they 
had both been quite ignorant of his ultimatum to Greece. Yet it is easy 
to be wise after the event. Had he taken this cour-sc he might have 
been censured for want of energy. 

Obviously, tlic latter proviso was far from k i n g  assuring. 
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450 TI1E AFFAIR OF TIIE IST DECEMBER, 1916, AT ATIIENS 

A s  the situation presented itself to him on 30th November, the 
Admiral considered that lie was bound to Gzrr out the demonstration, 

necessary orders had been issued. The Greek troops, it is true, in and 
about Athens, numbered at least 12,000, with artillery; but the King 
had promised to niaintain order, and hitherto he had always given way 
under pressure, as, in the estimation of the French Intelligence Bureau, 
would be the case now. Behind the demonstration,” in reserve, there 
were the possible bombardment of Athens and the blockade. But the 
bombardment was an cstrcme course, only to bc undertaken in case 
the retreat of the force was compromised. 

which had k e n  approved by ilie Minister of 3 Y arine, and for which the 

ADMIRAL DARTIGE DU FOURNET’S PLAN. 
The Admiral had his flagship, the “ Provence,” in the harbour of 

the Pi raus ,  and lying off Salamis, besides other craft, the following 
battlesliips and cruisers : “ VeritC ” (flagship of a vice-admiral), .‘‘ Jus- 
tice,” “ Patric ” (flagship of a rear-admiral), “ hIirabcau,” “ RCpub- 
lique,” “ Waldeck-Rousscau,” “ Ernest Rdnan,“ Edgar Quinct,” 

l‘ergniaud,” I ‘  \‘oltaire,” ‘ I  Bruix,” “ Jurien de la Gravikre,” 
“ Exmouth ” (flagship of Rear-Admiral I.IayesSadler), Duncan,” 
and the Italian cruiser ‘ I  Libia.” 

From the crews of these wyilrships he had organized a landing 
force of three battalions, each commanded by a capitaine de frCgate, 
with Capitaine de Vaisseau Pugliesi-Conti, who had had valuable and 
distinguished service with the Fusilicrs hIarins in Flanders, in supreme 
command. 
No. I Battalion comprised the companies of the armoured cruisers 

No, 2 Battalion the companies of the battleships “ Veritt,” ‘ I  Justice,” 

No. 3 13attalion those of the ‘ I  AIirahau,” ‘ I  Vergniaud,” “ Voltaire,” 

To cover tlie disembarkation, secure the base and act as a reserve, a 
special force was formed for the P i r a u s  and hills commanding it, con- 
sisting of detachments from the “ Provcnce,” “ Bruix,” “ Jurien de la 
Gravibre,” ‘ I  Tibia,” and the two Colonial battalions, placed tempo- 
rarily under the Admiral’s orders, one of which had disembarked on 
30th November. The objectives and itineraries of the three battalions 
(which force, unnecessarily large for merely a “ pacific demonstration,” 
was far too weak, without artillery, for tlie purpose of intimidating the 
pro-German Court and Army) w r e  ordered as follows :- 

The main objective ~ ’ a s  the occupation of the hills commanding 
Athens, from the Observatory to the Philopappos inclusive, the 
Zappeion was to remain occupied, and secondary objectives were a 
Powder Factory on the road from Athens to Eleusis (see map) and a 
Cartridge Factory south of the Boulevard Syngros. The military 
engineering establishments at tlie Rouf. Barracks were to be picketed, 

Waldeck-Rousscau,” I ‘  Ernest Rdnan,” and “ Edgar Quinct.” 

Patrie,” and I ‘  RCpublique.” 

l 1  Duncan,” and I ’  Esmoiith.” 
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TIiE AFFAIR OF TIIE IS? DECESIBER, 1916, AT ATIiENS 451 

with what object is not clear, but probably in order to keep the most 
direct line of coinmunication open with the Pirxus. 

‘I’he Coloninl battalion, 7 0 0  strong, had, as already mentioned, 
landed at the Pirxus on the 30th and had occupied the heights domi- 
nating the town. At 2.30 a.m. on  1st December detachments from the 
“ Provencc,” “ Jurien de la Gravi&re,” and “ Libia ’’ occupied the 
htole. 

The disembarkations continued during the night, and the march 
of tlic three columns began before i t  was light. The 1st Battalion took 
the road to the Thescion and Observatory, via St. Etienne, detaching 
the “ Waldeck-Rousseau ” company to secure the Powder Mill  on the 
Elcusis road. (It did not, however, as we shall see, get farther than 
thc Rouf Barracks, a part of which it occupied and defended Huccess- 
fully against repeated attacks.) 

The 2nd Battalion marched by the main road, via St. John, to the 
Theseion, Observatory and Philopappos. 

‘The 3rd Battalion took the more southerly route, known as the 
Boulevard Syngros, to the Zappcion, detaching the “ Vergniaud ” 
company and a company of British Marines towards the Cartridge 
Factory. Captain Pugliesi-Conti, in a motor-car, accompanied by a 
staff officer, followed the 2nd Battalion. 

The columns came up against Greek infantry patrols on all the 
roads, which rctircd after short pourparlers. 

At the Rouf Barracks, however, more serious opposition was 
threatened, and the 2nd Battalion halted there for the best part of an 
hour. A body of Epistratcs in plain clothes, but armed with rifles, had 
taken possession. of a barrack-room. Their attitude was so menacing 
that Captain Pugliesi-Conti had them surprised and arrested before 
they could make use of their arms. The barrack-room was subse- 
quently occupied by the companies “ Ernest-RCnan ” and “ Edgar 
Quinct ” of the 1st Dattalion, who; making use of engineer equipment, 
solidly fortified it. The original intention had been to merely guard. 
these buildings from the outside to prevent Greek troops from assem- 
bling there ; but when the latter threatened hostilities, this situation 
necessitated other measures. 

The 2nd Battalion resumed its march at 8.30 a.m. to the Obser- 
vatory and Philopappos heights via the Theseion. Admiral Dartige 
du Fournet was himself on the Philopappos, having left his flagship at 
S a.m. with two staff officers. In his book hc esplains why, as follows : 
“ The Commander-in-Chief considered that, although no resistance had 
k e n  as yet encountered, the situation remained serious. Information 
had reached him of marked agitation and partial mobilization of the 
Greek Army. He esteemed his pre.wnce necessary on shore, not that 
he had any intention of exercising himself the command of a detach- 
ment of 2,500 ssilors. But lie thought he ought to be on the spot in 
order to be in a position to decide rapidly whatever steps might be 
advisable.” 

Captain Pugliesi-Conti in his report describes the situation at the 
tinic, about g a.m., thus : “ The Powder Mill was occupied. The Rouf 
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estitblislinients were guardcd by two conipanies of the 1st Battalion. 
TIie and Battalion, augmented by two companies (the ‘ Voltaire’ of 
the 3rd Battalion and the ‘ Provence ’ brought up from the Pirzus) 
occupied the cnsonblc of the Hills of the Nymphs, from the Observa- 
tory to the summit of the Philopappos, wlierc a Grcek infantry company 
was postcd. The 3rd Battalion had occupied the Zappeion, but a 
strong Greek dctaclimcnt of regulars opposed progress towards the 
Cartridge Factory. The ‘ KCpubliquc ’ conipany of the and Battalion 
had not yet reaclicd thc hills.” 

Captain Pugliesi-Conti had thereforc now with him on the heights 
the companies of !lie “ VeritC,” ” Justice,” “ Patrie,” “ Voltaire,” and 
“ Provence.” The Greek company on the Pliilopappos was thus 
entirely. at  his mercy, but its commander, nevertheless, adopted a n  
escccdingly bcllicose attitudc, and, as  will presently transpire, it was 
not eventually disarmed without bloodshed. 

\Vc must now follow the adventures and desperate espcriences of 
the “ RCpublique ” company, the trcachcrous attack on which unit ,  
\vhcn isolated, was thc signal for a general fusillade and open hostilities 
by Grcck troops upon the Allied landing parties. 

Uut first wc may note that Adniiral Dartigc du Fournet, having 
failed to induce the Greek captain to retirc his company, left the 
Philopappos and proceeded to the Zappeion, where he could make use 
of the telephone and wirclcss telcgrapliy. At the Zappeion hc 
cndcavourcd to communicate with the Grcck Prcniicr by telephone, and 
at 10.30 a.m. scnt a mcssagc to him by Commandant Sarrou of the 
Intclligcnce Bureau, requesting that thc company should be retired 
from the Philopappos. By the tinie this nicssage had been delivered, 
howcvcr, firing had beconic general, and the company on the Philo- 
pappos had been disarmed and made prisoners after a short but serious 
resistance, in which there were several casualties on both sidcs. 

The “ RCpublique !’ company became isolated in this wise : Aftcr 
the halt at the Rouf Barracks, while Captain Puglicsi-Conti proceeded 
to thc heights in his motor-car by way of the Theseion, the and 
nattnlion niade its way direct over the Electric Railway, principally, if 
.not entirely, by the road which leads over the Poulo-Poulo footbridge 
to the Philopappos. It apparently escaped the notice of the officer 
commanding this battalion that his transport would not be able to 
follow the troops, but would have to go  round by the Theseion. The 
“ RCpubliquc ” was the rear company of thc battalion, and beforc it  
had crossed ovcr the Poulo-Poulo footbridgc a messenger arrived with 
the news that the transport-consisting of carts carrying the men’s 
hammocks, officers’ canteens, medical equipment, and musical instru- 
ments-had been seized and take.n away by Greek troops while it was 
on its way to reach the heights and rejoin the battalion via the 
Theseion. Lieutenant dc Vaisscau I’liiliaudier, of the “ Rdpublique,” 
at once took his company back to the main road (see map) with the 
esccption, however, of his mnchinc-gun detachment, which he sent  to 
the Philopappos. Arrived on the main road hc found himself opposed 
by n Greek company, whose captain declared that his orders were to 

THE AFFAIR OF THE IST DECEMBER, 19x6, AT ATHENS 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

N
ew

 Y
or

k 
U

ni
ve

rs
ity

] 
at

 1
3:

49
 2

7 
Ju

ne
 2

01
6 



THE AFFAIR OF TIiE IST DECEMBER, 1916, AT ATHENS 453 

prevent any French sailors advancing by this road by, if necessary, 
opening fire upon them. 

At Lieutenant ’Thibaudicr’s request he was allowed to see a 
superior officer, who confirmed his subordinate’s statement, and further 
announced that the transport would not be returned. Placed in this 
awkward and invidious position, tlic gzzllant Frenchman refused to 
retire and sent to the Philopappos for orders. n u t  he soon saw that 
hfi would be surroiinded if lie remained long where he was, and no 
orders reaching him (his messenger had been stopped at the footbridge), 
while the tramways continued to bring reinforcements to the Greeks, 
about 10.30 a.m. lic k g a n  his retirement towards the footbridge, three- 
quarters of ;L niile distant, with the intention of joining the 2nd 
Battalion on tlre Philopappos. 

The footbridge over the Electric Railway at Poulo-Poulo was found 
to be unoccupied, and Lieutenant ‘I’hibaudier had already got three 
sections over it when a machine gun opened on the fourth section, 
killing the Lieutenant instantly and knocking over seven of his men, 
who u’erc all eventually killed also, as the machine gun continued to 
fire on the wounded. 

Enscignc de Vnisscau dc Badens now took command of the com- 
pany and repulsed a Greek attack with magazine fire, killing ten. This 
repulse checkcd the attackers’ ardour, and de Badens was able to place 
thee  of liis sections under cover in skirniishing order, protecting his 
front and flanks, while the fourth section engaged in house-to-house 
fighting. A messenger had succeeded in reaching Captain Pugliesi- 
Conti on tlie Pliilopappos, who, as soon as he heard the firing, 
despatched the I‘ Provcncc,” company of bluejackets to the aid of 
their comrades of the “ Republique,” and proceeded himself towards 
tlie scene of the action, accompanied by his staff oficcr, the Lieutenant 
Le Luc. But a burst of fir ing from the Philopappos obliged him to 
retrace his steps. In his report he describes the situation as follows: 
“ We had some difficulty in regaining the Pliilopappos, having to pass 
under the fire o f  machine guns and of several companies installed on 
thc Acropolis. I .considered the situation of our troops difficult 
cnough. 

The Rbpublique ’ company was surprised. l’lic Provence ’ 
company, seeking to estricate it by a flank attack, found itself fired 
into from behind by Epistrates under cover in the Observatory; the line 
of retreat was swept by machine guns. I directed, therefore, these 
companies to withdraw towards some crests which I thought good for 
resistance. They were, however, unable to reach them on account of 
the heavy fire, bu t  succeeded in occupying positions which flanked our 
line and prcvcnted it from being turned by armed bands. . . 70 Greeks. 
had been made prisoners by the ‘ Patrie ’ (on thc Philopappos), after 
‘several had been .shot down. T h e  other companies (of the 2nd 
Battalion) were in position facing cast and e n p g e d  with the enemy 
(on the Acropolis), and it was at this moment that Enscigne dc Vaisscau 
Bouygues of the VcritC ’ was killed, while giving a good esample of 
calm bravery.” 
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454 TlIE AFFAIR OF TlIE IST DECEMBER, 1916, AT ATHENS 

Esccpt for being surrounded and having no nieans for replenishing 
armnunition, or obtaining supplies, the French position on the 
Pldopappos was, at 2 p.m., for the time k i n g  satisfactory, when 
suddenly the Greek bugles sounded the “ cease fire.” 

In  front of the French line facing the Acropolis was n small 
advanced post, consisting of the machine-gun section and n few rifle- 
men of the “ Justice” company, in n half-finished trench, which had 
been taken in reverse hy Greek machine-gun fire from the Observatory. 
The commander, Enscignc de Vaisscau \radon, had been liilled, and 
on the “ cease fire ” sounding, the senior N.C.O., a quarticr-maEtrc, 
for some reason or other, but entirely on his own responsibility, hoisted 
a wliitc flag. Upon which a crowd of over 2,000 Greeks, civilians and 
soldiers invaded the hill and made tlie garrison of the advanced post 
prisoners. 

Captain Pugliesi-Conti was obliged to take energetic nieasures to 
convince his nien that the \vhitc flag had been displayed without orders. 
He shouted to tlie line to remain steady, and to those men in front of 
i t  to come up the hill. I-Ie also announced his intention of reopening 
fire. Tile Greek crowd then took to its heels, and the combat recom- 
menced. Lieutenant de Vaisseau Schaschcr was wounded. It was 
now a b u t  4.30 p.m. 

The Zappcion had been under fire since about 11.30 a.m., when 
several men \\’ere wounded under th% peristyle in  the presence of the 
Admiral ; and about 4.40 p.m. a projectile from Greek artillery in action 
on the Stadium Hill passed through the telephone room while Captain 
Douscam, the Admiral’s aide-de-camp, was using the instrument. 
Admiral Dartikc du Fournet thereupon sent an order to the Fleet, by 
wireless, to open fire on the Stadium Hill, which point could be easily 
ranged on without endangering the monuments of Athens. Neverthe- 
less, a 12-inch shell from the “ AIirabeau” burst close to the royal 
palace, creating great alarm among the inmates, vho took refuge in 
the cellars. Soon after this incident hostilities ceased on the part of 
the Greeks, and an aide-de-camp of tlic King brought a niessage to the 
Zappeion proiiiising tlie immediate surrender of six batteries of 
mountain guns, and making no opposition to the maintenance of the 
French garrison at the Zappcion. In consequence the Admiral, at 
7 p m . ,  signalled to the Fleet to cease fire. Sisty rounds had been 
fired, including four of heavy calibre, by the “ AIirakau.” 

I-Ic had demanded the delivery 
of ten batteries, and on the Greek Government refusing compliance, he 
had made his demonstration, which had been met by armed resistance. 
He had then, about I I ,4j a.m., acting on a happy inspiration, signalled 
to the Fleet to open fire on the Stadium. But before this order could 
be carried out-there was delay on account of the “ Provencc ’’ requir- 
i n g  confirmation that it was really the Admiral’s order-the King, 
through the intermediary of Prince Demidoff, the Russian 
Ambassador, offered the immediate delivery of six batteries. With 
what his superiors judged an unfortunate compliance, Admiral Dartige 
du Fournet decided to accept this offer, and counter-ordered the bom- 
bardment, although his crews had been treacherously fired upon and 

The Admiral was in rather a fix. 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

N
ew

 Y
or

k 
U

ni
ve

rs
ity

] 
at

 1
3:

49
 2

7 
Ju

ne
 2

01
6 



THE A I ~ I ~ A l R  OF THE IST DECEMBER, 1916, AT ATIIESS 455 
tlicir transport seized. French prestige had suffered, yet instead of 
enforcing reparation by bombardment, hc was now ready to acccpt 
two-fifths less mountain artillery than he liad originally dcmandcd, in 
order to be able to withdraw his men without further casualties. 

Firing having broken out again in the afternoon, as  already 
related, at 6.45 p m . ,  tlic Admiral was in a far worsc position than liad 
been thc case at noon, for night liad fallcn and his casualties were 
heavier& killed (6 officers) arid 140 wounded. It was of urgencc to 
succour the wounded and estricate his main dctachmcnt on the Philo- 
pappos, which was surroundcd by vastly superior forces. 

For these reasons it niay have been wise to accept thc Icing’s offer 
at this tinic; but this remark does not apply to the previous acceptance 
at 12 noon. 

l‘hc cascs of General Dyer and Admiral Dartigc d u  Fournet have 
something in common. Each of thcsc officers was placed in a most 
difficult position, and both of them were censured for thc action taken 
-thc fornicr for doing too tnucli, and tlic Admiral for not making use 
of all ,the means at his disposal for obtaining complete satisfaction of 
his demands; or “ at least inflicting an cscniplary chastisement with 
the guns of the Fleet.”’ In his book (chapter sviii) Admiral Darti e du  
Fournet gives sonic reasons why, in his opinion, a n  effective bomfard- 
nient would liave been difficult : ancient monuments \vould need to Iiave 
been respected, the Allicd Legations, colonies of Allicd nations, and the 
civil population might have suffcrcd ; but all this does not explain why 
hc did not do at 1 2  noon what he subsequently ordcrcd at 4.45 p.ni.2 
W h y  make the denionstration at all i f  he was not prepared to back it 
up with il bombardment, if attacked, in ordcr to estricate the landing 
partics ? 

As it was, thcse latter-all cscept tlic Znppcion detachment-got 
back to’thcir ships during thc night, most of the wounded being taken 
t o  Greek hospitals. ‘The Admiral rcgaincd his flagship on thc morning 
of 2nd Deccmber. The Zappcion detachment followed later, escorted 
by Greek troops. 

On the flanks. of the “demonstration” of the 1st December a 
certain amount of fighting took place, due in each instance to the 
initiative of the Greeks. On the‘lcft flank, after occupying the Po\vder 
RIiIl on the Eleusis road with a detachment, the 1Valdeck-Rousseau 
company was heavily engaged in an cndcavour to open up communi- 
cation with Rouf. One officcr \\‘as killcd, and the attempt had to bc 
abandoned, the company remaining on tlic defcnsivc for the rest of 
tlic day. 

On the rirht, whcrc the British Marines formed part of the force 
dctachcd frony the 3rd nattalion for  the purpose oi occupying the 
Cartridge Factory, a Greek commander appears to havc trcachcrously 

1 Rcport of Vice-Admiral dc Bon, Chief of the Naval General Staff. 
2 It is to be remarked also that on the evening of the 1st December, at the 

Zappcion, thc Admiral informed the Allied hlinisters that he intended to ask for 
authority to bombard those parts of Athens containing military establishmcnts, but 
no historical monuments. 
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attacked after Lieutenant de Vaisscau Dcv6 (tlie senior Entente officer) 
had k e n  informed that no hostilities need be feared. Trusting in this 
announcement the detachment was engaged at dinners, or Jejeuners, 
when the firing was first heard, but the men had finished their repast 
before being themselves attacked. It is possible that this order (to 
attack) was given by a battalion conimander bringing up reinforce- 
ments, as it was a conipany commander who gave his word to 
Lieutenant de Vaisseau D6v6 that tliere was nothing to fear. 

The French (the " Vergniaud '' company) and half the Marines 
retired on the Factory. Thc otlier half company of Alarines had 
occupied a hill commanding the Factory. 

l'lie Greeks occupied sonic liouscs and the Cemetery. Some 
Greeks w r e  in the Factory, which was stornied and occupied, 
Lieutenant DCv6 being killed. There were other casualties, and the 
cntrancc was under fire. At this juncture a British sergeant had the 
happy idea of niaking a liolc in tlic wall at a place not under f i r c t h c  
south wall-through which wounded and cornbatants entered, and the 
place was p u t  in a state of defence. 

As the Greeks had no desire to attack it, and the Entente troops 
did not think it worth while to attack tlic Greeks in  houses and 
Cemetery, having no artillery, active hostilities \rere necessarily sus- 
pended. Certain civilians brought watcr to tlic Factory, and in the 
cvcning tlic Greeks allo\vcd the wounded to be taken to hospital. 

Altogether, the affair of 1st Dcccnibcr, 1916, was, for the time 
being, a blow to French prestige, and tlic unfortunate Vcnizclists at 
Athens suffered horribly on account of i t ;  but King Constantine 
thereby gave the Powers a reason for dethroning him, which his friends 
among them could no longer resist. Sis months later, in hIay, 1917,. 
hl .  Jounart, with full powers, and furnished with adequate means and 
the necessary instructions, put an end to the crisis. 
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